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compelling and captivating the present. Elche is more than a city nestled in

a Mediterranean paradise. Elche is a city where respect for the tradition and
cultures that have walked its streets goes hand in hand with a passion to be at the
forefront of progress.

Throughout history, experience has shown that the richer the past, the more

World Heritage, an integral part of the city

One of the most beautiful consequences of Elche’s rich history is its unique cultural
heritage. Elche hosts two cultural assets declared World Heritage by UNESCO (the
Mystery Play of Elche and the Palm Grove of Elche, planted by the Arabs), as well
as the Pusol Museum, included in UNESCO'’s Register of Best Practices.

With a shoe manufacturing tradition that dates back to the nineteenth century,
Elche is the largest centre of footwear production and export in Spain. Elche
companies manufacture 40% of the shoes marketed in Spain. Quality and
craftsmanship are the main hallmarks of Elche’s world-famous footwear.
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The Lady of Elche, discovered in La Alcudia in 1897, is one of
the most famous sculptures in the world. It has been dated to
between the 5th and 4th centuries B.C., and is held in great
affection by the people of Elche.
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The Palmn Grove

AN INSPIRING LEGACY
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The city’s first World Heritage Site, the Palm Grove is the legacy bequeathed to
Elche by Arab culture. With over 200,000 palm trees, the Grove forms a natural
paradise within the city limits.

Since its earliest days, Elche’s history has been entwined with date palm
cultivation and harvesting, and even today, traditional agricultural practices
continue to survive.

Exquisite attractions await the visitor, such as the beautiful Municipal Park or
the famous Imperial Palm in the Huerto del Cura. The very heart of the city of
Elche is a vast thousand year old garden.
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The Palm Grove trip: The Palm Grove museum:
From the Huerto de San Placido. Depicts the history, culture and

Guided tours, tourist train tour or evolution of Elche’s Palm Grove.
horse-drawn carriage rides.
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ARABIC INFLUENCE
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The Arabic passion for gardens is palpable in the organisation and
structure of the Palm Grove, originally created with both aesthetic and
agricultural purposes in mind. The irrigation system, also originally created
by the Arabs, is based on a network of canals that still survives today.
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Honumenty
RESPECT FOR OUR HISTORY
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Every street in Elche tells a story. The historical centre provides an insight
into the legacy of all the civilisations that have passed through the city. Stroll
through lively squares or discover charming old lanes. Its museums, streets and
squares endow Elche with the sensation of a living past.

Drink in a panoramic view of the Palm Grove from the top of the Basilica de
Santa Maria or see where the Lady of Elche was discovered in La Alcudia. Elche’s
respect for yesteryear means that we can still delight in priceless cultural assets
today.
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The Basilica de Santa Maria,
setting for the Mystery Play of

Elche, is located on the site where
the mosque stood in Muslim times.
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The Arab Baths La Calahorra

Other must-see attractions include
the MAHE (Elche Archaeological
and Historical Museum) and the
Huerto del Cura, home of the
Imperial Palm.
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Altamira Palace
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Three impeccably preserved Arabic secrets.
The Arab Baths: dated to the year 1150 and preserved in their entirety, this
is one of the few examples of Islamic public architecture that has survived

in the Region of Valencia.

La Calahorra: a thirteenth century Arab tower.
Altamira Palace: one of the best preserved fortresses in the Region of

Valencia.
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AWEALTH OF FLAVOURS AND SENSATIONS
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La Finca (1 Michelin star): El Granaino: a benchmark of f La Masia de Chencho: one
headed by the chef Susi Elche cuisine since 1964. of the best restaurants in

Diaz. Mediterranean cuisine . the area.
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Els Capellans, in the H : The Taula del Millenio,
Huerto del Cura Hotel: = in the Jardin Milenio
creative Mediterranean y ] Hotel: high-quality,
Elche also reveals its deep affection for tradition in its cuisine. Thanks to its cuisine. healthy and natural
unparalleled geographical location, Elche boasts rich agricultural land; this o - cuisine.
and its proximity to the coast have both left their mark on the city’s culinary ! - . = - ' O A By ¢ srilia
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Visitors can relish such authentic dishes as crusted rice (arroz con costra),
rice with rabbit and snails (arroz con conejo y caracoles), and fish and
seafood from the coast. The palm groves have also influenced Elche’s cuisine,
in which dates form an indispensable ingredient.

Thanks to the surrounding area’s agricultural wealth, top quality culinary

roducts can be purchased, such as dates, pomegranates, cheeses and oils.
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Immerse yourself in the atmosphere of the markets or savour the best taste - i
sensations of the region in its gourmet shops. Aézt)’m JJ*‘Y‘
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Al godas allae Bew ) ilaldl) cola sl Almojabenas: a sweet made of honey, water, flour and eggs.
Fig bread: one of the city’s most famous products.
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AN INTERNATIONAL SHOWCASE
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If respect for tradition has endowed Elche with an enviable cultural heritage,
effort, an enterprising spirit and a privileged geographic location have yielded
the benefits of all the services one would expect of a metropolis.
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Best buys

Elche’s love of footwear and fashion is evident in its wide range of shopping
opportunities. The historical city centre hosts shops selling the best brands,
while Elche’s Outlet Route takes shoppers through footwear factories with
their own in-house stores selling their latest collections at the best prices.
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Salvador Artesano Museum
Shop: craftsman footwear
and sale of leading
footwear brands.
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The Outlet Route offers the
latest in footwear from top
brands.
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Elche Medieval Festival:
Elche returns to the Middle
Ages for a few days.
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Elche Football Club, in the best league in
the world

With a First Division team, fans of Elche F.C.
thrill to the best matches every season in
one of Spain’s best stadiums, the Martinez
Valero stadium. Visited by teams like
Barcelona F.C. or Real Madrid, Elche F.C.
plays against the best teams in the world.
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The best Mediterranean beaches

With an enviable geographic location, Elche
boasts over 9 km of beaches washed by
the Mediterranean sea. Havens of unspoilt
sands and clear waters, these are places
to unwind and let yourself be pampered
by the best services. For more intense
experiences, the Life Beach Club offers
windsurfing, surfing, sailing, diving, water
aerobics and yoga.
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Yealth and beauly
IN THE SERVICE OF VISITORS
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Health and beauty at the Huerto del Cura

Located in one of the best hotels in town, the Oasis
Zen Garden spa offers various health and beauty

treatments in a stunning environment and with the |-
highest quality service and attention. ™
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The Marina Resort

Relaxation, health and beauty: the Marina Resort’s
Health & Beauty service invites clients to enjoy

. the best beauty treatments, a gym, spa and sports
Elche offers high-quality, personalised health care with cutting edge facilities : activities in its Marina Senses Spa centre, a space
and equipment. \ designed for all the family, with a children’s park
and the Aguamarina water park.

What’s more, its hotels host health spas specialising in relaxation and beauty, -
places where treatment goes hand in hand with pleasurable sensations that s Not only that, the Marina Resort offers unbeatable
drive all cares away. " accommodation in its luxury bungalows and its

restaurant’s special menus cater for all diets.
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technology and a medical team composed of ‘
renowned professionals, it provides comprehensive : SR o AEM SO Gl MW B gy B Y
health care quickly and easily. In addition, the : deandaa (8 (2 Al (5 Aalt Sy 2aly G
hospital boasts halal catering services, a prayer room,
a visa processing service, and a flight, hotel and
transportation booking service.
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Huerto del Cura Health & Beauty




Recommendationo
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Huerto del Cura Hotel
Standing in a magnificent garden
with palm trees, the Huerto del
Cura Hotel is a prime example of
how to combine nature and the
best possible service in a city centre
location.

Jardin Milenio Hotel
The Jardin Milenio Hotel nestles

in a stunning landscape, with
delightful gardens and beautifully
decorated interiors. Its Moorish-
inspired courtyard reflects
different epochs, endowing the
hotel with a notable Mediterranean
flavour.
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Elche is an ideal city for visitors. Its unique selection of hotels offer spaces
where quality is ensured right down to the smallest detail and customer

service is a priority. ﬁ”ﬂdp0ﬂ[(’0ﬂ”?(’/l’0ﬂt’ a—l—jm‘ LA! d}‘}j\

Hotels with green areas, spa services, restaurants, halal food... everything you

need to make you feel at home. Thanks to its strategic location and proximity to the International Alicante

Airport, the city of Elche has excellent transport connections with the rest of
Ain Y15 Janlitl 31 i L ooy (el (5 53 Al LB Lgim gy and) JUELLY A Al o (1) Spain and Europe, with over 90 direct flights to major European cities.

skl Qs Al Whether by motorway, the Port of Alicante, or its own train station connected
S 8 S 5 |y i Lin st OS5 ST cpelne ciadle ilaatia ol s (3habio dlli (338 by commuter’ train t.o the AVE station in Alicante, Elche offers rapid gnd
‘ . . ‘ convenient connections to the rest of the world. Because when the time comes
to say farewell, it’s impossible to say “goodbye”; we can only say “see you
soon”.
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HOW TO GET HERE
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By road: access via the A-7
(E-15), N-330 and N-340

a motorways.
oAl ol Gaohll e 18 )

A7 (E-15), N-330 y N-340

By train and the AVE (high
speed train): 20 km from the
AVE station in Alicante. Direct
connection by commuter train

(Alicante-Murcia line).
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Ayuntamiento de Elche

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
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By air: International Alicante
Airport. -
www.visitelche.com
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By sea: 20 km from the port of
Alicante.
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Yor monre information:
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www.visitelche.com
www.experienciasenelche.com

Costa
Blanca




